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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the patent application (1 0/757,239) filed on 
January 13, 2004. 

2. The examiner acknowledges and considers the Information Disclosure Statement 
filed on April 11,2006. 

3. The pending claims 1 through 45 are examined herein as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-5, 7-9, 16, 17-20, 22-24, 31-35, and 37-39 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Maejima et al (US Pat No. 5,335,339). 

Maejima is related to a method, system and storage medium for displaying on a 
display screen a simulated behavior specification of a real time system, such as 
typical communication system or an exchange system. 
With regard to claims 1,16 and 31 : 

Maejima discloses a method for sending and receiving electronic messages 
(abstract, Figs. 2A, 2B, and 1 1 ). As illustrated in the Figures, messages are 
exchanged between two individuals, for example, person 202A, and person 202B. 

Maejima discloses displaying a graphic representation of a destination on a 
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display device to deliver an electronic message (column 15, lines 54-56, Figs. 2B and 
1 1 , #202B). As illustrated in the Figs. 2B or 1 1 , 202B is the destination of a message 
originated from 202A. 

Maejima discloses drawing a graphic directional indicator to said graphic 
representation on said display device (column 6, lines 31-43, column 8, lines 62- 
column 9, lines 4, Figs. 2B and 1 1 ). As illustrated in Figs. 2B and 1 1 , the "LINE" 204, 
which connects 202A and 20B is the directional indicator (i.e., horizontally connecting 
two persons). 

Maejima discloses performing a function associated with said graphic directional 
indicator in response to a user input to send at least one graphic element displayed on 
said display device to said destination as part of said electronic message (column 10, 
lines 40-55, Fig. 1 1 , #220). As illustrated in Fig. 1 1 , the functions (menu items) within 
command menu 220 can be applied to any selected symbol or graphic object. 
With regard to claims 2, 17 and 32: 

Maejima discloses that the drawing of said graphic directional indicator includes 
drawing an arrow to said graphic representation on said display device. (Column 13, 
lines 40-58). 

With regard to claims 3, 4, 18, 19, 33 and 34: 

While Maejima describes communication network (column 6, lines 20-30) 
including multi-functional telephones incorporated with the network, wherein each 
displayed telephone set (graphic object) has its own phone number (network address). 
With regard to claims 5, 20 and 35: 
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Maejima discloses that said drawing of said graphic directional Indicator 
intersects at least one graphic object displayed on said display device (column 10, 
lines 40-55, column 13, lines 40-58, Fig. 1 1 ). For example, as illustrated in the Fig. 1 1 , 
the graphic object "EXCHANGE" 205 intersects with the directional indicator, "LINE" 
204. 

With regard to claims 7, 22 and 37: 

Maejima discloses that said performing of said function includes saving said 
graphic element to send as part of said electronic message (column 3, lines 18-31 , 
column 6, lines 66-column 7, lines 10). 
With regard to claims 8, 23 and 38: 

Maejima discloses that aid graphic element is a graphic object in a computer- 
operating environment (Fig. 2B, #205, 206, etc). 
With regard to claims 9, 24 and 39: 

Maejima discloses that the performing of said function includes saving a system 
state of a computer operating environment in which said graphic directional indicator 
was drawn to send as part of said electronic message (column 3, lines 18-31, column 
6, lines 66-column 7, lines 10). 

Allowable Subject Matter 
5. Claims 6, 1 0-1 5, 21 , 25-30, 36 and 40-45 are objected to as being dependent 
upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form 
including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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CONCLUSION 

6. The prior art made of record on form PTO-892 and not relied upon is considered 
pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R 1.111 (c) to 
consider these reference fully when responding to this action. The documents cited, 
Levy relates generally to knowledge management and messaging systems and more 
particularly means to integrate information acquisition with document creation. In email 
message shown in Fig. 2a, Levy illustrates that using a pointing device such as a 
mouse pointer a user draws or encircle a connection element 16 a piece of information 
identified. Thus, a connection element 16 reads over the currently claimed "a graphic 
directional indicator" 

7. Examiner has pointed out particular references contained in the prior arts of 
record in the body of this action for the convenience of the applicant. Although the 
spec6ed citations are representative of the teachings in the art and are applied to the 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and Figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant, in preparing the response, to 
consider fully the entire references as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior arts or disclosed 
by the examiner. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4051 . The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:30 - 7:00 ET. If attempts 
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to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, 
Kincaid, Kristine, can be reached at (571) 272-4063 Art Unit 2173 and 2174. 
9. An inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 

'Examiner Tadesse JfaiCu / // j> 
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